
CHRIST AND GRACE 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

           1545 South Sycamore Street, 

    Petersburg, VA 23805 (804) 733-7202 

               www.christandgrace.org 
 

Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 
 

It is our custom to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. 

YOUTH  SERVICES 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 14, 2017 
 

We welcome families with children.  If anytime during the service your child needs a place for active play, a small unstaffed nursery 

room, restrooms, and respite area, with a speaker to hear the service, are located downstairs under the front entrance to the church.  

A Sunday school for children ages 3-11 meets downstairs during the 10:30 service.  Children will return to church at the offering. 
 

  8:00 AM HOLY COMMUNION RITE II – without music              

10:30 AM HOLY COMMUNION RITE II – with music           

 

The Word of God 

Prelude:  Here I am Lord                                                                                          Dan Schutte   

  arr, Janet Vogt 
   

Renew! Hymnal 49   Let the whole creation cry                                                                           Robert Williams 
 

Celebrant’s welcome 
 

Opening Acclamation     standing    

Leader  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

Renew! Hymnal 75   Praise the Lord!  O Heavens, Adore Him                                             Franz Joseph Haydn 
 

Leader  God be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Leader  Let us pray.  
 

The Collect of the Day  

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to 

be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60                  (All readings today are from The Message Bible) 

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, hardly noticed—he only had eyes for God, whom he saw in all his glory with 

Jesus standing at his side.  He said, “Oh! I see heaven wide open and the Son of Man standing at God’s side!”  

Yelling and hissing, the mob drowned him out.  Now in full stampede, they dragged him out of town and pelted 

him with rocks.  The ringleaders took off their coats and asked a young man named Saul to watch them.  As the 

rocks rained down, Stephen prayed, “Master Jesus, take my life.”  Then he knelt down, praying loud enough for 

everyone to hear, “Master, don’t blame them for this sin”—his last words.  Then he died. 
 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People   Thanks be to God.                   A moment of silence is observed  
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Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

1 I run to you, God; I run for dear life. * 

     Don’t let me down! Take me seriously this time! 

2 Get down on my level and listen, and please—no procrastination! * 

 Your granite cave a hiding place, your high cliff aerie a place of safety. 

3  You’re my cave to hide in, my cliff to climb. * 

 Be my safe leader, be my true mountain guide. 

4  Free me from hidden traps; * 

     I want to hide in you. 

5 I’ve put my life in your hands. * 

     You won’t drop me, you’ll never let me down. 

15 Hour by hour I place my days in your hand, * 

    safe from the hands out to get me. 

16 Warm me, your servant, with a smile; * 

     save me because you love me. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

Now, like infants at the breast, drink deep of God’s pure kindness. Then you’ll grow up mature and whole in 

God.  Welcome to the living Stone, the source of life.  The workmen took one look and threw it out; God set it 

in the place of honor.  Present yourselves as building stones for the construction of a sanctuary vibrant with life, 

in which you’ll serve as holy priests offering Christ-approved lives up to God.  The Scriptures provide 

precedent:  Look! I’m setting a stone in Zion, a cornerstone in the place of honor.  Whoever trusts in this stone 

as a foundation will never have cause to regret it.  To you who trust him, he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to 

those who refuse to trust him, The stone the workmen threw out is now the chief foundation stone.  For the 

untrusting it’s . . . a stone to trip over,  a boulder blocking the way.  They trip and fall because they refuse to 

obey, just as predicted.  But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, 

chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-

and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted. 
 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People   Thanks be to God.              A moment of silence is observed  
 

Renew! Hymnal 14   Here in this Place                                                                                            Marty Haugen 
 

Gospel:  John 14:1-14            standing  

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  

People        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “Don’t let this throw you.  You trust God, don’t you?  Trust me. There is plenty of room for you in 

my Father’s home.  If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a room ready for you?  

And if I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live.  And 

you already know the road I’m taking.”  Thomas said, “Master, we have no idea where you’re going. How do 

you expect us to know the road?”  Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life.  No one gets to the 

Father apart from me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know 

him.  You’ve even seen him!”  Philip said, “Master, show us the Father; then we’ll be content.”  Jesus said, 

“You’ve been with me all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand?  To see me is to see the Father.  So 

how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?  The 

words that I speak to you aren’t mere words.  I don’t just make them up on my own.  The Father who resides in 

me crafts each word into a divine act.  Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t 

believe that, believe what you see—these works.  The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but 

even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I’ve been 

doing.  You can count on it.  From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am  
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doing, I’ll do it.  That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in the Son.  I mean it.  Whatever you request 

in this way, I’ll do.” 
 

Celebrant   The Gospel of the Lord 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.                    A moment of silence is observed  
 

Children’s Message   (10:30 only)                                                                                                       Kailey Elder 
 

Reflection    following, a moment of silence is observed        Russell Gates 
 

The Nicene Creed               standing                  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People   (Used by permission from So What Faith – Greg Smith)   
 

Leader   Let us together turn to the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth in prayer.  We pray for your wonderful 

creation, the earth, and its streams, mountains, creatures, and plants. Remind us anew of your wonderful gift of 

creation and empower us each to live in ways that honor your intent for us, your human caretakers.  Lord in 

your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for this holy gathering and for the people of God in every place.  In our parish cycle of prayer we pray 

for Barbara Vick, Marwee Walsh and Gisela White.  May the church universal be faithful to your call to help 

bring about your kingdom on the earth as it is in heaven.  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for all the leaders of the world that they may make wise choices for everyone and that they may lead us 

to honor and respect all people.  May their words and actions lead away from oppression and violence and 

toward peace and possibility.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for those who live without resources we take for granted.  We give thanks for those people and 

ministries who seek to help provide food, healthcare, and shelter to those in need and we ask that you would 

bless and expand their efforts.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for those who do not understand or have not experienced your love, that they may seek a deeper 

knowledge of you.  We pray for your love to touch those who are hurting today, especially Holly Ferrell,  

Muriel Ifekwunigwe, Donni Lynn, Dot Miller, and Barbara Ragsdale as well as our relatives and friends Paul 

Holder, Katherine Miller and Mark Richards.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who have died especially John Bower, father of Kim Riske.  The flowers on the altar are 

given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Brenda Allison Geisz and Marian Allison by their family, 

Jeff, Lisa, Stephen, and Faith Geisz.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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On youth Sunday, we give thanks for loving support that our youth group receives from our mothers and fathers 

and our congregation.  We pray that through all of the ministries of our church we would faithfully serve Christ 

in our community and the world.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray together our prayer for Christ & Grace’s Rector Search 

Dear Lord, Surround us with your abundant love. Unite us as a parish during our journey together and 

encourage every voice to be heard at this time of transition. Grant us patience and wisdom to discern 

your will for our church. Strengthen our hearts and minds in our search for our new rector. All this we 

ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

Confession (in unison)        kneeling 

Leader    Let us confess our sins to God.      Silence  
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 

denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 

that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen 

us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 

The Peace  

Leader   The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People   And also with you. 
                                                  

Greeting, Announcements, Birthdays and Anniversaries    
 

Offertory Sentence 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Music at the Offering:  Peace is flowing like a river                                                                        Carey Landry 
 

At the Presentation     Doxology with Alleluias             standing                                               Lasst uns erfreuen 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all ye creatures here below; 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Praise him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 2, from Enriching Our Worship 1 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you 

People:       And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts 

People:       We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 

ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; 

earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 

ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 

would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join 

with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as 

we sing (say – 8:00 a.m.): 
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Renew! Hymnal 206   Sanctus   (sung twice) 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy,  

Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; 

And we lift our hearts before you as a token of our love,  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy. 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 

reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 

and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 

sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet 

we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the 

sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 

it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 

to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 

and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your 

Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 

and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 

prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread     

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God 

All baptized persons regardless of denomination are welcome to come forward and receive the Holy Bread and 

Wine.  A larger chalice for drinking or a small chalice for intincting (dipping) are available at the altar rail.  If 

you wish to intinct, please hold your wafer up so chalice bearers can see it.   
 

During Communion Renew! Hymnal 176   Lead me, Guide me                                                  Doris M. Akers 
 

Renew! Hymnal 151   Be Thou my Vision                  kneeling                                                  Arr. Jack Schrader 
                

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Let us pray  
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in 

the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that 

we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Blessing           
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in 

peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen. 
 

Renew! Hymnal 289:   Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love                                                               Ghana folk song 
 

The Dismissal         

People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude:  Come Away to the Skies                                                                                                    Robert Powell      
 

Reflection – Russell Gates 

Readers – Noah Hunter and Ashley Thacker 

Prayers – Lexie Ellis 

Ushers – Tripp Matthews, Jackson Matthews, Erica Roney, Jim Donnelly 

Children’s Message – Kailey Elder 

Leader – Thomas Hunter 

Acolytes – Faith Geisz, Samuel Gates, Katherine Thacker, Anne Morgan Matthews, Ray Ellis  

Lay Eucharistic Ministers – Jeff  Geisz, Sonyia Elder,  

Audio -  Kemper Brinkley 
 

WELCOME VISITORS.  We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today.  If you would like to know more 

about our church, kindly fill out one of the cards in the pew racks and place it in the collection plate.  Join us in 

Lackey Hall after both services for refreshments and conversation.  Exit the church through the door beside the 

baptism font – Lackey Hall is at the far end of the hallway. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

ADULT EDUCATION today at 9:30 a.m. will conclude Episcopal Customs A-Z.  Next week plan to attend for 

a Search Committee update.  
 

FLOWERS STILL NEEDED FOR A FEW SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER - DECEMBER.  Please check the 

flower calendar if you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one.  Fill out the form on 

the flower calendar in the hallway by the rector’s office and leave in the church office. The cost is $51.  For 

questions, contact Lee Adams at 243-3302 or shakubuku42@gmail.com. 
 

EYC UPCOMING ACTIVITY:  The Petersburg Ladies’ Home and Martha Merritt visit will be next, Sunday, 

May 21 followed by the annual Senior Celebration.  
 

THE OUTREACH GARDEN has now been planted thanks to the hard work of Ken and Debbie Newman.  

We are still in need of volunteers to take turns watering, weeding and harvesting.  Also, deliveries of vegetables 

will need to be made to the Hope Center on Tuesday and Thursday mornings for distribution. Please call      

458-0904 or email Ken 3numns@gmail.com or Debbie coinxpert@aol.com to sign up.  
 

GAS CARD GIVE AWAY raffle tickets are available for purchase to support Downtown Churches United. 

Cost is $2 for 1 ticket or $5 for 3.  Four gift cards for Shell Gas to be won: (1) $200, (1) $100 and (2) $50 cards.  

See Claire Brill for tickets!  Proceeds benefits the Weekday Lunch Feeding Program. 
 

Calendar for the Week 

   Mon. 6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting – Hale Library   

   Tues. 6:30 p.m. Lay Shepherds and Lay Eucharistic Visitors Meeting 

    5:30 p.m.      Bible Study – Hale Library 

    7:00 p.m.      Bell Choir Rehearsal 

   Wed. 5:00 p.m.      Search Committee Meeting 

   Thurs.  7:30 a.m.      Bible Study – Lackey Hall 

     7:00 p.m.      Adult Choir Rehearsal/AA Meeting 

   Sat. 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
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